
 

Conference Paper Presentation Award  
 
Background and purpose 
In 1995, Massey University received a generous endowment from the Sasakawa 
Foundation of Tokyo, now the Nippon Foundation, to fund a programme for the 
enhancement of Japanese language education and Japanese studies in New  
Zealand. This programme is called the Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese 
Language Education.  
 
The Sasakawa Fellowship Fund invites applications from individuals engaged in 
relevant research in Japanese language education to present their findings at  
relevant conferences, in New Zealand or abroad. 
 
The Management Committee of the Sasakawa Fellowship Fund is aware of the 
value of relevant, high quality research to inspire and inform practice, whether it 
is solid academic research or classroom-based practical research. The Committee 
intends that this award will facilitate a cross-fertilisation of ideas amongst teach-
ers, educators and researchers to the ultimate benefit of Japanese language  
education in New Zealand. 
 

Eligibility 

All individuals engaged in relevant research are eligible to apply for a Conference 
Paper Presentation award. Applicants may themselves be current teachers or  
lecturers at any level of the education sector, though eligibility is not restricted to 
these people.  
 
Applicants will need to have had their paper(s) accepted for presentation at a  
relevant conference before applying for funding.  
 
Note that this award is not intended to assist with the costs of research, but specif-
ically with costs to attend relevant conferences to present research findings.  (NB 
there are other awards to assist with research costs of postgraduate students – re-
fer to the Sasakawa website for details (http://sasakawa.massey.ac.nz). 
 
Nature of Research 
Any research which is likely to be of interest to teachers in the field of Japanese 
language education is deemed to be relevant. This could include classroom-based 
action research at any level of Japanese language or Japanese studies education. 
 
Value 
This will vary depending on the strength of the application, the amount of other 
support secured and the number of applications received, but it may be in the  
order of up to $1,000 for participation in a NZ conference or up to $3,000 for  
participation in a conference outside NZ. Applicants must provide a budget which 
details anticipated costs including travel, registration, accommodation etc.  
Applicants must disclose other sources of funding sought and/or already received. 
 
 



Referee 

Applicants should choose their referee carefully. It should be someone who is qualified to comment on the 
relevance of the research to teachers of Japanese language. Applicants should ask a chosen referee to complete 
the attached confidential referee report form and send it to the Sasakawa Fellowship Fund at the address given 
on the form. The onus is on the applicant to ensure that the referee sends the report by the closing date. To 
assist the referee, it is suggested that applicants provide him or her with a copy of these regulations. 
 
Selection Criteria 

In considering the award the selection committee shall take into account: 
1. the practical relevance of the conference paper to New Zealand teachers of Japanese language or stud-

ies; 
2. the ability and experience of the candidate; 
3. the quality of the research; 
4. the relevance of the conference. 

 
NB: Preference will be given to applicants who have not previously received a CPPA. 
 
Conditions 

1. Within a month of the conference, the candidate will be required to provide a brief written report on the 
 response of conference delegates to the paper including contacts made or extended as a result of  
 participation in the conference.  
2. In addition, depending on the subject matter, candidates may be asked to provide a short report on their 
 paper suitable for inclusion on the Sasakawa website. The purpose of this report is to share information 
 and ideas which might be able to be used by Japanese language teachers/lecturers in New Zealand.  
3. Successful applicants presenting papers at Conferences overseas are encouraged to seek opportunities to 
 present their research in New Zealand, for example at local LANGSEMS, or NZALT or Sasakawa  
 conferences if the timing and/or subject matter is relevant. For tertiary educators, the annual ALANZ 
 (Applied Linguistics Association of New Zealand) symposium would also be highly relevant. 
4. The Management Committee for the Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese Language Education  
 reserves the right to use the names, photographs and details of successful applicants for advertising and 
 publicity.  
 
Timing 

Closing date for applications is May 1. Candidates will be notified as soon as possible of the success or  
otherwise of the applications, but should note that this could take up to six weeks. 
 
Payment  
Payment of the award will be made in two installments: half on receipt of proof of payment of the conference 
fee and / or travel expenses; half after receipt of the written report (see no.1 and 2. under Conditions above). 
 
Administration 
The Conference Paper Presentation Awards will be administered by the Management Committee of the Sasa-
kawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese Language Education. Administration will include advertising the awards, 
liaising with applicants and referees as necessary, making selection, and notifying applicants of the success or 
otherwise of their applications. 
 
 

 
 
 

For further information, contact the Programme Co-ordinator, Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese Language Education 
(Naomi Collins, Ruawharo Centre, Massey University, PO Box 410, Napier, 4140), or n.e.collins@massey.ac.nz  
(ph: 06 8459390 x 80758 or 0274995170) 





If granted a Conference Paper Presentation Award, I agree to provide a brief written report to the Management Committee within one month of 
the conference and to fulfil any other reporting conditions agreed on in the correspondence with the coordinator (refer to notes 2 and 3 under 
‘Conditions’). My signature also serves as a declaration that all information contained in this qualification is true and accurate. 
 
Signature  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please attach: 

• Evidence of acceptance of paper for presentation at the stated conference 

• Details of estimated expenditure (if travel is involved your budget should include a quote from a travel agent or similar. 



For further information, contact the Programme Co-ordinator, Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese Language Education 
(Naomi Collins, Ruawharo Centre, Massey University, PO Box 410, Napier, 4140), or n.e.collins@massey.ac.nz  
(ph: 06 8459390 x 80758 or 0274995170) 

Conference Paper Presentation Award 
 

Confidential Referee Report 
 
Applicant’s name  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Paper to be presented at Conference  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conference name  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Location of Conference  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please provide a written assessment of the above named applicant (continue over page if necessary). You should include comment 
on: 

• The likely relevance of the proposed conference paper to Japanese language educators in New Zealand; 

• Your perception of the candidate’s ability to effectively communicate the material to his/her audience; 

• Your confidence in the candidate’s commitment to effectively use the conference as an opportunity to strengthen links be-
tween themselves and colleagues to enhance Japanese language education in New Zealand 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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For further information, contact the Programme Co-ordinator, Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese Language Education 
(Naomi Collins, Ruawharo Centre, Massey University, PO Box 410, Napier, 4140), or n.e.collins@massey.ac.nz  
(ph: 06 8459390 x 80758 or 0274995170) 


