
 

Background and purpose 
In 1995, Massey University received a generous endowment from the Sasakawa 
Foundation of Tokyo, now the Nippon Foundation, to fund a programme for the 
enhancement of Japanese language education and Japanese studies in New  
Zealand. This programme is called the Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese 
Language. The Fund offers Short Term Fellowships to Japan for Japanese  
Language or Japanese Studies teachers, or for others in a position to share their 
findings with these teachers. The amount of the award will be up to $5,000.  
Applicants are responsible for making their own arrangements for the visit. 
 
Research has shown that direct intercultural contact is a critical factor in students’ 
motivation to continue with their study of Japanese at both secondary and tertiary 
level. The principle underpinning these fellowships will be that recipients must 
feed back their findings on their return in a way that builds capabilities amongst 
Japanese language and / or Japan Studies educators in New Zealand and /or  
enhances intercultural contact. Examples of ways in which this might be achieved 
are: 
  
·  On their return recipients might produce a teaching resource based on  
 Japanese in the New Zealand Curriculum. 
·  Recipients might target their fellowship to providing ways of building  
 capabilities of New Zealand teachers to run their own school trip to Japan. 
·  Recipients might target their fellowship to establishing or building an  
 existing sister school or sister city links, though this would need to be 
 broader than simply enhancing one existing link 
·  Recipients might be required to share their findings with teachers through, 
 for example, presenting at a conference, reporting on a relevant website, 
 conducting a workshop etc. 
 
Eligibility 
·  Applicants must be New Zealand citizens or permanent residents. 
·  Applicants may be practising teachers of Japanese language or Japanese 
 Studies OR non-teachers who are in a position of contact with the Japanese 
 teaching community. 

 
Application procedure 
Using the attached application form, applicants must submit clear and detailed 
proposals outlining the objectives of their visit to Japan. They must also explain 
how they intend to feed back their findings to teachers in New Zealand. 
 
Within one month of their return to New Zealand, all successful applicants will be  
required to submit a detailed report on their expenditure to the Sasakawa Manage-
ment Committee. 
 
Applications may be submitted at any time during the year, but must be received 
at least three months prior to the proposed travel. Names and addresses of suc-
cessful applicants will be provided to the Tokyo Foundation for their records. 



Selection Criteria (in order of importance) 
1.  Extent to which anticipated outcomes could be expected to benefit teachers of Japanese  
 language or Japanese studies in New Zealand. 
2.  Extent to which anticipated outcomes could be expected to be achieved in a visit of the  
 proposed duration. 
3.  Extent to which the proposed programme provides value for money for the Sasakawa Fund. 
4.  Extent to which the proposed programme could be expected to enhance the applicant’s  
 effectiveness in their own place of employment. 
 
Applications should be forwarded to: 
The Programme Co-ordinator 
Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese Language Education 
Massey University 
Ruawharo Centre 
PO Box 410 
Napier 4140 
  
  

 

For further information, contact the Programme Co-ordinator, Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese  
Language Education (Naomi Collins, Ruawharo Centre, Massey University, PO Box 410, Napier, 4140),  
or n.e.collins@massey.ac.nz or ph: 06 8459390 x 80758. 



 

 

 



 


